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help them work better as long 
as the changes do not materially
affect the policies in the plan.

Before this change to the 
legislation, neighbourhood 
plans had to return to the start 
of the formal consultation stagesof the formal consultation stages
in order to amend or update
their plans. This new change
should allow Parish Councils
to update and refresh their 
plans, to an extent, in order to 
take account of changes 
elsewheelsewhere in the planning 
system that may cause them 
to do so.

The third piece of legislation
makes it easier for Local 
Planning Authorities to amend
and change the boundaries of
neighbourhood aneighbourhood areas once they
have been designated. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS
Legislation Changes

Read the Neighbourhod Planning Act
2017 by using the link below
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
ukpga/2017/20/contents

January 31st saw new legislative
changes come into effect as part
of the Neighbourhood Planning
Act 2017. Parish Councils and 
Forums with a neighbourhood 
plan at post-examination stage 
and beyond must now be notified and beyond must now be notified 
on any relevant planning 
application or any alteration to an 
application accepted by the LPA. 
A relevant planning application 
is any planning permission in 
principle or approval of a matter 
rreserved at the outline stage. The 
new legislation essentially makes 
any qualifying body thats fits this
criteria the same as a Statutory
Consultee in the process.

Two further legislative changes 
also came into force at the
same time to help stsame time to help streamline 
the Neighbourhood Plan process.
The new changes help Local 
Planning Authorities modify the 
policies in made neighbourhood 
plans to either update them or

Outside Lindisfarne Priory - Holy Island

Neighbourhood Planning
and Infrastructure Team

Welcome to the latest 
edition of Neighbourhood 
Planning Updates. This 
brief newsletter aims to 
help those involved and
interested in 
NeighbourhoodNeighbourhood
Planning, keep up to date 
with news, activity and 
any important changes
in Neighbourhood 
Planning both nationally
and locally.
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Thiston Thirston Parish Council have recently
had an area designated to prepare a Plan.

Lesbury Parish Council’s Plan group have
developed a draft Vision and Objectives
for their area and are about to hold a 
series of topic based workshops on the 
important issues their Plan may cover.

Activity in the North

Activity in the West
The Hexham Neighbourhood Plan is set to go to the first
formal stage of consultation during the middle of March. 
The group are awaiting the finalisation of a Strategic 
Environmenyal Assessment checking the effects of the plan.

Acomb Neighbourhood Plan has recently finished its
first formal stage of consultation. The consultation ran for 
8 weeks during December and Februar8 weeks during December and February. The group will now
address any comments on the plan made during this stage
before submitting a draft to the Local Planning Authority  

Activity in the South East

Whittington Parish Council submitted their draft Plan to the 
Council in early February. It is now the  responsibility of the 
Local Planning Authority to formerly publicise the plan, invite 
responses for a minimum of six weeks and arrange for the 
plan to be examined. 

The Stannington Neighbourhood Plan and the
Longhorsley Neighbourhood Plan have recently
finished their publicity periods. The County 
Council have received responses from Statutory
Consultees and other consultees. Both Plans will
undergo an independent examination in March
whewhere it will be decided if the Plans can progress
to a referendum. 

Neighbourhood Planning activity is building in the
South East of the County. Cramlington Town
Council are progressing with their Plan and the
Neighbourhood Planning team have delivered
presentations to Blyth Town Council who are now
considering a workshop to discuss the pconsidering a workshop to discuss the pro’s and
cons of a Plan for Blyth.
Choppington, Acklington and
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea have all recently had an area
designated for Neighbourhood Planning.
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E-mail the team to find out more...
neighbourhoodplanning@northumberland.gov.uk

The North Northumberland Coast
Neighbourhood Plan has been appointed
its independent examiner who will now
examine the plan and conclude whether
the plan should progress to referendum.
The examiner’s report is due mid March.
Another area making progress with their 
Neighbourhood Plan in the north
are Norham and Islandshire. The plan
area that covers the eight parishes of
Ancroft, Shoreswood, Duddo, Holy Island
Norham, Kyloe, Horncliffe and Ord have 
rrecently held a series of consultation
events to establish the key issues in the
area and engage the communities in the
Plan process.

Belford Parish Council have recently
appointed a consultant, using grant
funding from government to help create
their eventual planning policies for the their eventual planning policies for the 
area. The group are  exploring allocating 
land for future development and 
protecting important green spaces 
in their plan as well as other topics.   

Amble Town Council, Hauxley, Walkworth
and Togston are currently deciding on the
merits of a multi-Parish Plan area.
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